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Nancy moved to Washington with her family (husband Paul, and toddlers ages 1 and 3) from Ann Arbor 

Michigan in 1965.  They spent two years in Seattle, where her husband attended Grad school at UW, and then 

settled in Puyallup in 1967.  Nancy was a nurse in Surgery at UW Hospital for nearly two years, and they then 

chose to settle in Puyallup, where Paul opened an orthodontic practice. 

 

Two more children later, Nancy was looking desperately for something to brighten up the long gray winters, 

and found skiing through a friend she had made in Puyallup.   It took her only one ski season to get hooked on 

this wonderful sport, and she began skiing once a week, coming up to Ski Acres on a weekly bus full of new 

friends.  She didn’t find Crystal until nearly three years later, and fell in love with the whole scene there.  It was 

her salvation, her muse, and the place she was most elated to be.  She found a new bus group, and for the next 

30 years, skied weekly and again on Sundays at Crystal.   

 

In 1991 Nancy was elected to the Board of Directors of Crystal Mountain Inc. and remained for seven years 

during which time she met monthly with the Board, working to provide a genuinely premiere ski experience 

for our skiers.  The Board installed the “Magic Carpet”, the new snow-making equipment, worked diligently on 

a Master Plan for the area, renewed our 44-year lease, and worked more closely with the U.S. Forest Service to 

ensure better skiing with low ecological impact. 

 

When the Board was tasked with the goal of finding the right people to take over Crystal, Nancy was delighted 

to learn that a group from her home state of Michigan, Boyne Mountain owners John Kircher & family, had 

expressed interest in making us an offer.   Nancy and four other Board members flew to visit Big Sky and 

Brighton, in the early spring of 1996, to visit these impressive areas.  John personally flew the plane, and they 

toured Brighton, where they liked what they saw, rode the new Gondola to the top of Lone Mountain at Big 

Sky, and toured all of that area’s facilities.   Nancy was convinced they were making a good choice with Boyne 

USA, and her enthusiasm has not diminished. 

 

Nancy says, “It has turned out to be a win-win for Crystal and its former stockholders, and has been proven to 

be a grand improvement for the skiing community in Washington State & beyond. The Gondola had been a 

vision for a long time, and is now a very impressive reality.” 

 

After the sale, Nancy remained on the “transition board” for two years, during which time she was 

instrumental in establishing and promoting club events to encourage fellowship among the Founders.  Nancy 

retired from the Founders Board in 1999.  She now skis two days a week-- rain, snow, sleet, or sunshine, and 

she plans to “keep it up until I drop”!  Nancy is humbled by her selection for this honor and cherishes her close 

association for many years with the Best Ski Mountain and the Best of Skiers.   


