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Dave started his skiing experience by marrying into a prominent Enumclaw skiing family.   Milt and 

Helen Allen were original Crystal Mountain, Inc., stockholders, and Dave’s wife, Gretchen, along 

with Milt and Helen, were all instructors for Jack Nagel.  Dave says that “I had two left feet and 

never had a pair of skies on my feet until I met Gretchen. Teaching me to ski has been her lifelong 

challenge.”  Dave was invited by Ed Heineman and Chuck Turner to run for a seat on the Board of 

Directors of Crystal Mountain, Inc.   He was elected in 1983 and served for until 1997. 

 

Dave has fond memories of getting acquainted with several of the local leaders of the U.S. Forest 

Service, and being successful in opening the door for our stockholders to actually get up on the 

mountain during the summer for several brush cutting work parties.   He is also particularly proud 

of recruiting two Board members who were key to making Crystal the premiere ski area it is today:  

Bob Carlson, who served on the original Board from 1987 to 1997, served as Crystal’s final Chairman 

prior to the sale (inducted into the CMFC Hall of Fame in 2007); and Dave Gossard, who served on 

the original Board from 1994 to 1997 and went on to serve on the CMFC Board for eleven years, 

remaining as the Club’s permanent Historian (inducted into the CMFC Hall of Fame in 2010). 

 

In 1996, Dave accompanied four other Board members to Boeing Field to board John Kircher’s to 

have lunch and a tour at Brighton Ski Resort in Utah, then flying on to Montana, where they visited 

Big Sky Resort.  By the time the group returned to Boeing Field that evening they all were convinced 

the Kircher family was serious about skiing and John Kircher was committed to adding Crystal 

Mountain to the family of Boyne Mountain Resorts. As Vice Chairman of the Board, Dave was 

convinced that John was willing to meet or exceed their conditions for the Board to recommend a 

sale to the stockholders.  Dave’s proudest memory is being a member of Crystal’s Board, whose 

superior teamwork accomplished the purchase of Crystal Mountain Resort by The Kircher Family, 

and created the Crystal Mountain Founders Club which we all so highly value today. 

 

For “a kid who grew up on a dairy farm in Buckley and never skied until his early twenties”, Dave is 

very proud to have been asked to be part of a wonderful group of skiers and will truly cherish this 

induction into the CMFC Hall of Fame. 

 

 


