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Jim’s passion for skiing started when his parents purchased a cabin on Goat Creek Road 

near Silver Springs Camp Ground. The cabin was named “Elmer and Esther Boys Town 

Population Six Plus”, since there was always Jim, his three brothers and one or two 

friends. It was the old WWII wooden skis that got him started. Jim and his brothers 

would strap on bear claw bindings, rubber boots and ski down the cabin road. It wasn’t 

too many years before he purchased better skis and leather boots. 

Cayuse Pass Ski Area was close to the cabin with its two rope tows, and one small 

warming hut. The upper rope tow would lift him off the ground and drop him on the 

Chinook Pass road. He skied there every chance he had. It was in 1959 the National 

Park closed the area for good. Jim’s dad, one that would not be denied his family’s 

opportunity to ski, purchased a Wisconsin rope tow. Jim, his family and friends would 

pull it to the valley behind Deep Creek and hook it up for skiing. Sometimes they would 

even put lanterns on stumps and have night skiing. Once or twice a month they would 

fill the 1953 Nash and head over Cayuse Pass to White Pass Ski Area. His skiing really 

improved and he knew that he wanted skiing to be part of his life forever. 

In the off season, his family was exploring silver mines, fishing in Silver Creek or taking 

the horses up to the Cascade Crest Trail. He had heard rumors that Crystal Mountain 

was planning a ski area in his back yard. When Crystal open in 1962/63 Jim started 

doing any job he could, including: stapling tickets on parkas, sanding the road, parking 

cars, and bussing tables for lift tickets. 

In 1967 Jim won the Rainier Cup Downhill at Crystal. It was later that year when he 

received his draft notice and entered the United States Army. In 1968 he was sent to 

Vietnam where he was wounded, losing both his legs to a land mine.  He feared he 

would never ski again. 

 

 



 

 

In 1985 Jim wanted his children to experience skiing so back to Crystal he went. He 

enjoyed watching them, but wished he could somehow join. That’s when he designed 

the sit ski with mono shock. He went to Crystal Mountain management, who allowed 

him to test the product for loading, unloading, evacuation and skiing. Jim started 

manufacturing the product in 1989 so that other persons with disabilities could ski. 

Within a few years the product was changing lives all over the world. 

Jim joined the United States Paralympic Ski Team in 1990 where he traveled the 

country racing and marketing his product. In 1992 he won the Gold medal in the 

downhill at Tignes, France. 

Crystal Mountain has made it possible for me to ski with my wife, Colleen, my children, 

grandchildren, and friends which I’m thankful for. I am grateful for this honor to be 

inducted into the Crystal Mountain Founders Club Hall of Fame. Thank You All.  


