
 

John & Laurie Macartney 

 
John and Laurie were classmates at Nathan Hale high school but didn’t know each other.  Laurie attended the 
University of Washington, studying forestry and botany.  While at the UW, she had summer jobs as a naturalist 
at Oregon Caves National Monument, Crater Lake and Mount Rainier National Parks.  After graduating, she 
taught biology, human physiology and chemistry for 34 years. 
 
John attended Western Washington University and the University of Washington studying geology and 
education.  He spent summers as a counselor and aquatic instructor at Boy Scout Camp.  Before joining the ski 
patrol, he lead and trained Explorer Scouts for Search and Rescue operations for the King County Sheriff’s 
Office and served as rescue operations leader and chairman of the Explorer Search and Rescue.  John taught 
science, was a school administrator for 31 years, and then worked as a certified energy manager for 13 years 
before retiring 2014. 
 
Laurie was a ski instructor at Snoqualmie Pass on Saturdays and traveled to Crystal to ski with friends on 
Sunday.  She and John met in the fall of 1969 while training to become ski patrollers. Their relationship got off 
to a rocky start as John was perpetually late for training, taking vast amounts of time adjusting the padding in 
his Rosemount ski boots. Paired for their ski patrol test, John took off with the two person sled, at a high rate 
of speed, leaving a cloud of snow behind him. All would be fine but Laurie was in the rear handles, unable to 
see, making a mental note that this was strike two for him. Upon arriving at the top of lower Bull Run Laurie 
claimed the front of the sled.  They passed our test, but the jury was still out on the relationship. Things 
improved quickly after an evening skiing on chair four. Laurie’s date did not want to ski in the rain. John, seeing 
the opportunity, quickly said that he would love to ski in the rain.  Never underestimate the power of rain 
gear!  There were married in 1971.   
 
During the following years, Matt and Scott arrived.  An all-day babysitting service was needed and the only 
program available was CMAC.  We had no idea what CMAC would bring.  It was an amazing amount of fun, 
gained wonderful friends, watched Matt become a member of the United States Telemark Team and become 
National Telemark Ski Champion in 2007.  It was also an amazing adventure to follow Scott’s 12 year career on 
the US Ski Team and attend two Olympics. 
 
Laurie continues to be an active member on the Crystal Mountain Ski Patrol, completing her 45th year.   
During her ski patrol service, she has held many training and leadership positions: 

• Senior Patroller 



• National Patroller 

• New Candidate Trainer 

• Senior Patroller Trainer 

• Outdoor Emergency Care Instructor 

• EMT 

• Regional Standards and Testing Advisor 

• Patrol leader  

 
She also has won numerous awards: 

• Two time Crystal Mountain Inspirational Award winner 

• Regional Ski Patroller of the Year,  

• Distinguished Service Award 

• Crystal Mountain Management’s Outstanding Service Award for the dedication to Crystal Mountain Ski Patrol. 

• Prestigious Northwest Regional Miller Memorial Award for outstanding service and leadership 

 
She has also been active in the Pacific Northwest Ski Association (PNSA) serving as the president of the 
fundraising group, PNSEF, and as a PNSA board member.   
 
 John held many training and leadership positions during his 38 years of service before retiring in 2008: 

• Senior Patroller 

• National Patroller 

• Outdoor Emergency Care Instructor. 

• Outdoor Emergency Care Instructor Trainer 

• Assistant Patrol Leader. 

• Patrol Leader 

• Regional Ski Patroller of the Year. 

• Distinguished Service Award  

• Yellow Merit Star for Service 

• Purple Merit Star for Saving a Life 

 
In 2005, Laurie was diagnosed with breast cancer.  Her quest for knowledge and understanding lead her to 
involvement on local and national committees, speaking at national meetings and writing articles for 
magazines. She is involved on committees and organizations: 

• Living beyond Breast Cancer-volunteering as peer counselor for those with metastatic disease 

• American Cancer Society Relay for Life, Komen 3 day 

• Lobbying for the American Cancer Society’s Action Network in Washington DC and Olympia  

• Reviewing research grants for federal funding 

• Hope on the Slope fundraiser at Crystal Mountain Ski Resort 

• Evergreen Health’s Community Advisory Committee 

• Evergreen Health’s Cancer Committee 

 
This year Laurie was the featured speaker with Gov. Jay Inslee and Ron Sims at the American Cancer Society 
Action Network Research Breakfast and for the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance annual planning meeting. 


