
 
 

Bob & Debbie Grubb 
 
 
 
Debbie grew up on the beach in Cape Cod Massachusetts; Bob grew up in Sumner and spent his time growing 
up with the Martinson family in the 50’s. Bob started skiing at their cabin at Silver Springs then graduated to the 
rope tows of Cayuse Pass, then the chair lift at White Pass. It was skiing at its best, wooden skis and Army surplus 
clothing. 
 
In the summer of 1962 they saw a road being put into Crystal Mountain and they knew life just got better.   Bob 
worked at Crystal those first years, in the parking lots and stapled tickets in trade for skiing, continuing to ski 
weekends at Crystal until Uncle Sam came calling for the Vietnam war. 
 
In the fall of 1970, Bob came back to Crystal Mountain and lived in a cabin at Silver Springs full time. During the 
next several years he worked various jobs around the mountain until 1976 when Debbie showed up working at 
the Alpine Inn:  Beach girl meets mountain man. 
 
That was the start of their relationship and the ski hat business known as Wapiti Woolies. They started in the 
cabin Bob owned in Greenwater and later moved down Hwy 410 to the building that would become Buzzy’s. 
They then moved the old Greenwater General Store, which was flooded out in the winter of 1977, to its present 
location and rebuilt it. During those years Wapiti Woolies was a winter-only business, knitting ski hats and 
sweaters and they lived above the store. 
 
In November of 1978 they had their first child, Melissa, and life became a whole lot different. Business kept 
expanding, as well as their family. Jill came along next, and in 1986 they added more living space to the Wapiti 
building for a new 5-year plan. 8 years later they built the home that they live in today and moved out of the 
business for the first time in their lives. 
  



 
With the extra space at the shop, they expanded to include a coffee and ice cream shop. It has been a 
tremendous success and, in fact, their summer business now does far more business than the winter. The winter, 
though, remains their core as their customers have become their lifetime friends. Now their original customers 
are bringing in their kids who are in turn bringing in their families. 4 generations of friends and family visiting 
their shop makes them very happy. 
 
Debbie & Bob’s children grew up as avid skiers. Melissa became a ski instructor at Crystal at the age of 14 and 
later went on to Jackson Hole to teach skiing, and met her husband Tim. Jill still loves to ski and was a very good 
racer with CMAC. It was so much fun traveling around to the races when they were young and the relationships 
they had then have carried on to today. 
 
One of Wapiti Woolies’ greatest accomplishments was working with the CM founders to sponsor the Jimmie 
Heuga Express. For 25 straight years, Wapiti Woolies provided Knit hats to all that participated in this great event 
that helps people with MS.  Bob and his daughters were the Grubby Bunchy Team for many years and really 
enjoyed the time together on the hill skiing for this great cause. 
 
Bob skis more than ever now as Jill holds down the shop during the week. Debbie has become a very 
accomplished skier in her own right. The mountains are their passion and purpose in life. With their family, and 
the friends they have made through Wapiti Woolies, they have had a great life living in Greenwater. 
 
“We want to thank the Crystal Mountain Founders Club for inducting us into the Hall of Fame.  It is truly an honor 
and we feel so blessed.” 
 


