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Compared to most, my skiing history is rather short. The first time on skis I was 19 years old. My first run was 

from the top of Mt. Baldy, at Sun Valley.  My college roommate, Bill Turner, and I made two runs that day 

from the top down to the base of River Run. At this point we were hooked on the sport. Over the next three 

years Bill and I skied Squaw Valley, Alpine Meadows, Bogus Basin, Shasta, Ashland, Heavenly, and even Crystal 

in 1967! 

 

Along came a call for duty to serve your Country in 1969, and off to Vietnam I went. Right after being 

discharged in November 1970, I found my way back to Crystal. My good friend, Ron Martinson, said, “Why 

don’t you get a job at Crystal?” Well from what I have written below, it’s pretty obvious what happened.  

 

Starting in February of the 1970/71 ski season, my first 2 years at Crystal were spent as a lift operator, 

followed by 2 years as a professional ski patroller, then a year as a carpenter. The following winter I moved 

up into various management positions, which lasted for over 35 years. I had the opportunity to work for Ed 

Link, Ed Carney, Norm McKinnon, Wally Staatz, Tom Leonard, and John Kircher. It was a rewarding experience 

to work for those six different General Managers, and also an excellent opportunity for me to develop myself. 

I always listened to our guests, and asked myself: did we not do enough? could we do better? did we need 

to improve? You should always strive to do a better job!  

 

My management tenure started as Patrol Director during the summer of 1975, followed by 5 years as Crystal’s 

first Mountain Manager for Ed Link. After Ed retired in 1980, Ed Carney took over the GM’s position, and I 

worked as the Base Area Manager for Ed Carney, Norm MacKinnon, Wally Staatz, and Tom Leonard, until 

Boyne Resorts purchased Crystal. Over the next 14 years I worked as Director of Planning for John Kircher, 

until I retired in June, 2011. 

 

While working for John Kircher, one of the most rewarding accomplishments I had was getting the Crystal 

Mountain Master Development Plan, approved by the U.S. Forest Service in August 2004. And the last major 

task I did was getting approval for Crystal to install the Mt. Rainier Gondola. Starting in the early winter of 

2009, and getting approval by U.S. Forest Service by February 2010, was a major accomplishment. That 

enabled Crystal to start construction that summer, and changed the mountain like nothing ever has. 

 

It would take a few pages to list all the various projects I have helped initiate to improve the area for skiers 

during my 40 years of employment at the mountain.  The number one thing I enjoyed the most was standing 

out front, and welcoming skiers back to the mountain on opening day of each new ski season! 


