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Jack Corrock was born in Seattle, Washington on June 15, 1926.  Lila Corrock was born in Cordova, 
Alaska on May 23, 1927 and moved to Seattle in 1940.  They met while growing up in West 
Seattle.  As teenagers, Jack and Lila skied for the first time on the West Seattle Golf Course on 
skis and poles that Jack’s dad bought for $5.00 at the local hardware store. After those first tracks, 
they were hooked, and they spent their winter weekends skiing at Snoqualmie and Stevens Pass.  
In the spring, they would climb up to Anvil Rock at Mt. Rainier, until both graduated from West 
Seattle High School.  
 
In 1944, Lila attended the University of Washington and Jack went off to serve as a Merchant 
Marine in World War II.   Jack’s real interest in skiing began in 1946, after he returned from the 
war.  He spent a year working at the old Milwaukee Ski Bowl, near present day Hyak, up on 
Snoqualmie Pass.  Jack helped build the rope tow in the summer and was a lift operator in the 
winter.  After that season, he and his three best friends went on a spring trip to the great ski 
areas in the west, in a converted army ambulance.   This trip led Jack to become a lifelong skier 
and fan of the sport. 
 
Jack and Lila got married in 1948.  From 1949 until 1960, they were busy working and raising a 
family and had no time to ski locally.  But the passion for skiing was kept alive by taking an annual 
weeklong ski vacation (without the kids!) to Sun Valley, Idaho. 
 
In 1960, when the kids, Kenny, Susie and Anne, were old enough, the whole family traveled to 
Europe for a year.  The winter was spent at Kitzbuhel, Austria. The kids went to the local Austrian 
grade school while Jack and Lila went skiing with some other Americans who were there for the 
winter, including Bob Smith, the inventor of Smith Goggles.  Bob was one of the best deep snow 
skiers in the world and got Jack and Lila hooked on powder skiing. The kids got to ski after school 
by climbing up the little hill in front of the house they rented. After a winter in Kitzbuhel, the 
whole family was in love with the sport of skiing.  Upon returning to the states, the family spent 
the winter of 1961 skiing at Stevens Pass, and were members of the Penguin Ski Club. The kids 
got their first taste of ski racing at Steve Madison’s Small Fry Race. 
 
In 1961, the dream of Crystal Mountain began.  Jack and Lila were founding stockholders and 
volunteer fundraisers for the new ski area, proudly selling the most stock.   When Crystal 
Mountain opened for the 1962-63 ski season, the whole family was there, skiing that day and 
every weekend and school holiday thereafter. 
 
With the creation of Crystal Mountain came the need for some overnight lodging.  With their 
Austrian experience, passion for skiing and Jack being a builder by trade, the idea of building a 
hotel at Crystal Mountain was hatched.  With the formation of a partnership with 10 families who 
were also avid skiers, The Alpine Inn Hotel was created and opened in 1964.   The slogan was, 
”built for skiers, by skiers.”  The Restaurant and Snorting Elk Cellar opened the next year, in 1965. 
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Jack and Lila ran the hotel, restaurant and bar for the next four years. While Jack stayed up at the 
Alpine Inn full time, Lila split her time between Crystal and Seattle.  This was before phone service 
was installed at Crystal, so Lila did all the reservations from home in Seattle during the week.  On 
Friday nights, she would drive up to Crystal with the three kids to deliver the reservation list and 
greet the guests. 
 
In 1966, wanting to get back to skiing, Jack and Lila handed the management of the whole 
operation off to Leopold (Leo) and Maureen (Mo) Scheiblehner and bought the first lot at the top 
of the T-Bar at Gold Hills from Ward Meeks.  They built a cabin and spent all of their weekends, 
holidays and summers there until moving to Sun Valley, Idaho in 1970. 
 
In 1995, Jack and Lila as President of Alpine Inn Inc., along with the partners, sold the Alpine Inn, 
Restaurant and Snorting Elk Cellar to the Harrison Family when Leo and Mo retired.  Jack served 
on the Crystal Mountain Board of Directors from 1967-1980.  He also built the Penguin Ski Club 
building in 1965, and the original information building that was located at the entrance of the 
upper parking lot.   Jack and Lila’s three children, Kenny, Susie and Anne were all members of the 
U. S. Ski Team, with Susie winning an Olympic Bronze Medal in the downhill event in 1972 in 
Sapporo, Japan. 
 
 
 
 
 


